
 The Mollisons 

Much of the information and Mollison family tree have come from Denis Mollison (see family 
tree). I have verified some of this information plus some extra details. Denis has found out 

that James’s parents were John Mollison, tollkeeper, and Ann Mackie, born 1773* and married 
in Aberlemno in 1794*. Ann’s parents were Andrew Mackie from Netherton, Melgund and 

Margaret Fawns. They were married in 1754*. We know nothing about them. 



James Mollison 
1794- 1853 

James is the first of the Mollisons we know something about. Could not find birth, marriage or 
death records for him (all before 1855) but from the census entries* we know he was born in 
1794 in Aberlemno. From the census of 1841* and 1851* and his children’s death certificates 
(William* and George*) he was married twice. His first wife was Ann Paterson, the mother of 

William Mollison (great, great grandfather). I have found a death record for an Ann Paterson in 
1831 but it was a ‘poor’ burial so probably not her. He then married Elizabeth Hendry. His 

eldest son, William, was born in Kemnay, far from Aberlemno, so James may have lived and 
worked there. He ended up as innkeeper of the Union Hotel in Union Street in central 

Aberdeen. I have found newspaper advertisements for a new tenant for the Union Hotel in the 
Glasgow Herald, 1854, and the Aberdeen Journal, 1857 following James’ death. 

 James appears in the census of 1841*with his second wife Elizabeth (nee Hendry) and 
children William (20), James (9) and Ann(10) and in the census of 1851* with Elizabeth and 
another son, George, aged 8. William (now 30 and married) and Ann were no longer living at 

the Union Hotel. James died in about 1853.  



William Mollison 
1821 - 1888 

William was born in Kemnay.* In the census of 1841* William is 20, living at the Union Hotel, 
and a clerk? possibly working at McCombie’s Court (see advert above). He married Margaret 

Whyte in 1848*. William and Margaret had eight children, five of whom survived to adulthood: 
Could not find William in the 1851 census but the census of 1861* shows that William is 39 

and a pawnbroker. He is living at 31 Union Terrace with his wife Margaret and 4 sons: George 
Booth, 11, William Loudon, 9, Henry James, 7, and Andrew, 3, presumably above the shop. 

Also living with them was ? Whyte, 17, Margaret’s sister.  

The census of 1871 shows the family living at 36 St Nicholas Street. He is a pawnbroker’s 
assistant and auctioneer. William Loudon, now 19, is an Arts student at Aberdeen University. 

More about him and his descendants later. George Booth had left home, Henry James is 17 and 
a draper, Andrew died aged 5, Jessie Ann is 9 and Margaret Jane is 5. They had four rooms 

and a servant. 

The census of 1881 shows the family living at 41 John Street with 7 rooms, again probably 
above the shop. William is now the manager of a loan company’s office which sounds much 
better. Only Jessie Ann at 19 is living at home and is a pupil teacher, but there are also 2 

grandchildren from Glasgow, presumably the children of George Booth Mollison. According to 
Jessie Ann’s marriage certificate in 1889 William was a pawnbroker’s manager. 

William died at the age of 67 ‘ by accident caused by a tramway carriage’ (first horse drawn 
trams 1874)*. There appears to have been an inquest. At the time of his death they were 

living at West View, Irvine Place, Aberdeen. 

 Margaret Whyte 
1824 - 1902 

The Whytes came from Forfar. According to William’s death certificate* Margaret Whyte/White 
was illegitimate. In fact she was born in 1824 and her parents were married in 1835!* 

Margaret’s parents were James Whyte 1801 - c. 1851, a weaver and Mill manager, and Janet 
Hendry 1800 - c. 1851 and she was born in Brechin.(* Margaret’s death certificate). Janet’s 
parents were John Hendry, a manufacturer in Forfar, and Margaret Anderson b.c. 1789 and 

married in 1792. Her father was John Anderson. James Whyte’s parents were Alexander Whyte 
born 1776 Forfar and Margaret Craighead and they were married in 1790. 

William Loudon Mollison 
1851- 1929 

William Loudon Mollison was Jessie Ann’s brother. He had a very 
successful career and ended up as Master of Clare College, 

Cambridge (see obituaries below* and Wikipedia entry*). His 
son, William Mayhew Mollison, an ENT surgeon (see * Royal 

College of Surgeons entry and obituaries) and grandson, Patrick 
Loudon Mollison, a haematologist (* Wikipedia entry) also had 
very distinguished careers. Denis Mollison is his great grandson 
and has been in touch with Lesley. William was the first of our 

relatives to go to university in 1868/9. It is amazing to know that 
he was brought up above a pawnbroker’s shop. 







It is believed that William Loudon Mollison and his family helped to support the Mutch family 
for many years, partly because Jessie Ann was widowed very early with three disabled sons, 
and, it is believed, because Jessie Ann was a carrier of the gene for muscular dystrophy and 
they felt some responsibility. I have been unable to find other cases of muscular dystrophy in 
the Mollison family. From the valuation rolls* I have discovered that by 1930 William Mayhew 
Mollison, son of William Loudon Mollison, owned 81 Duthie Terrace. In 1930 Jessie Ann Mutch 
is the owner of 81 Duthie Terrace. It would appear that William Mayhew Mollison bought the 
house for his aunt and cousins. His father, William Loudon Mollison, had died in 1929, so he 
may have left money to help his widowed sister. The Mutch sisters kept cuttings about their 

uncle and cousins and were very proud of the family. 

Jessie Mutch believed that the actor Clifford Mollison was her mother’s brother but there is no 
evidence for this or as yet any other close relationship. June believed that the aviator Jim 
(James Allan) Mollison was a relative but again there is as yet no evidence. Family myths! 








